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Rules
Jackets or silks with two colors, white trousers, and safety helmet and eye protection are required at all times on the track.

All sulkies must have wheel disks and, if painted, must be one solid color.

Quick hitch sulkies must have two functioning safety straps connected at all times.

All reins must have grips or holds.  Grips or holds must be used until the driver passes through the start line.

Feet must be in the stirrups of the sulky at all times whilst racing.

Strictly no alcohol or drugs to be used by any driver.  Any driver considered under the influence of alcohol or drugs will be asked to leave the premises and will face disciplinary proceedings.

There will be no profanity on the premises – it will be subject to fines.

All drivers must obey Judge, Stewards and Starter’s orders.    

All drivers must have a current Driver’s License in order to drive in a Club race. Driver’s Licenses may be obtained from the Club Secretary upon payment of $50.00. Junior members must be tested by a tester appointed by the Executive Committee before a Driver’s license will be issued.  All drivers must be paid up BEF Members in good standing.                                    

All race appeals should be noted to the Judge within 15 minutes of a disputed race and handed to the Race Secretary on an official DHPC Appeals Form before the end of the race day/night along with their $50 payment.   Race Appeals will be dealt with by a member of the Executive Committee and three persons of that member’s choice.  Appeal forms are available from the Race Secretary.

The driver’s will be judged using the 6 point system as follows:

Cones


1. Two free hits per heat no matter how many cones are hit unless a driver is hitting cones all the way around the track.  

The third hit during the same heat will cost the driver 1 point.

Hits do not carry over into other races.

2. Horses going inside of the cones will constitute immediate disqualification with an automatic 2 points.

Whipping

1. No whipping is allowed behind the start car.  Once the start car leaves drivers are allowed to whip twice.  They are not allowed to whip anymore until the last lap which will be marked at the tap point on Inwood Corner.  It will be at the judge’s discretion what the penalty will be if a driver one handed whips outside of these areas and times during the race.  However, the driver can be given one point for this infraction.

2. Excessive whipping, constantly hitting the shafts and whipping outside of the shafts will be given two warnings and the third time the driver will get 1 point.  The warnings will carry over to other races.

Cutting off another driver / not holding a line

1. Cutting off another driver will be an immediate 2 points.

If the judge also thinks that the driver should be set-back then he/she may do so.

Tardiness

1. Unless the presiding judge allows, any driver not at the paddock and ready to parade at post time will be given 1 point.

2. All horses must be at the track one hour prior to post time.  If they are not there will be a $25 fine which must be paid before that horse can race.  The third time a pony is late to the track the driver of the pony will get 1 point.

Drivers Meeting

1. All drivers must attend the driver’s meeting which will be held promptly 45 minutes prior to post time.  An air horn will sound twice five minutes prior to the meeting.  There will be a $25 fine for those drivers that do not attend the meeting or are late to the meeting.  If you are unable to make the meeting you must inform a Committee Member prior to the meeting. If a driver is late more than twice they will be given 1 point

2. Any driver wishing to leave the grounds before the end of races must get verbal permission from the Presiding Judge.  Failure to do so will get them 1 point.

3. The drivers at a drivers meeting may by a majority of those present suspend add or alter any racing rule for up to 30 days. All changes to the Racing Rules shall be notified to the Club Secretary within 3 days and the Club Secretary shall notify the membership of the Club.

Behavior

1. Any form of disrespect by a driver to any judge, presiding or otherwise, will result in immediate suspension from the race day and he/she can be referred the Disciplinary Chairman for further action.  (See Authority of the Presiding Judge)
2. If a judge shows poor conduct to a driver or anyone else on the track he/she will be referred to the Disciplinary Chairman and will not be allowed to judge until a decision on the situation has been made.

A driver that receives 6 points will have to pay a $50 fine and will be suspended for one race day.  Once they race again they will start off with no points.  If the same driver gets another 6 points they will be suspended for two race days and will have to pay a $100 fine and so on.

Persons Allowed in the Stand

No one but the Presiding Judge, the Race Secretary, Starter, Timers, Official shall be allowed in the judge’s stand with the permission of the Presiding Judge.

The Authority of the Presiding Judge

The judge shall have the authority while presiding to:

a. Inflict fines and penalties.

b. Determine all questions of fact relating to the race.

c. Decide any differences between parties to the race or any contingent matter which shall arise.

d. Control the horses, drivers, owners, and assistants that enter the ground where a meet is being held and retain that control until the horses, drivers, owners, and assistants leave the grounds, and punish by fine, suspension, or expulsion any such person who fails to obey the rules.


Judges Duties

It shall be the duty of the Judges to:

a. Exclude from the race any horse that in their opinion is improperly equipped, dangerous, or unfit to race, which shall include sick, weak, and lame horses. 

b. Investigate any apparent or possible interference whether a complaint has been made by the driver or not.

c. Investigate any act of cruelty seen by them or reported to them by any Member toward a horse during a meeting at which they officiate.

d. Immediately thereafter or on the day of the race, conduct an investigation of any accidents to determine the cause thereof, and the Judges shall make all accidents a matter of record in the Judge’s book and aid in filling out any accident reports.

e. The Presiding Judge should be present at all hearings. A penalty is imposed from the time that it is entered in the Judge’s book and the same is signed by the Judges. The Judges may inflict penalties as prescribed by the rules.


Judges Procedures

Judges shall follow the procedures as set out below:

a. Be in the stand ½ hour prior to the race starts and remain on the grounds for 15 minutes after the last race and at all times when the horses are on the track.

b. Observe the preliminary warming up of horses and scoring, noting behavior of horses, lameness, equipment, conduct of drivers, and any unusual incidents pertaining to horses or drivers participating in races.


c. Give notice at least two minutes before each race or heat.  Any driver failing to obey this summons may be punished by a fine and/or the horse may be ruled out by the Judges and considered withdrawn.

d. The Presiding Judge shall designate the post time for each race and the horses will be called at such times as to preclude excessive delay.

e. Be in contact with the other Judges from the time the starter picks up the horses until the finish of the race. Any violation or near violation of the rules shall be by the Judge witnessing the incident and a written record made of the same. At least one Judge shall observe the drivers throughout the stretch, specifically noting changing course, interference, improper use of whips, breaks and failure to contest the race to the finish.

f. Sign the Judge's book after each race, verifying the correctness of the record by the Race Secretary.  Make sure all accidents are noted in the Judge’s book.

g. Notify owners and/or drivers of penalties assessed prior to the race being declared official. 

Duties of the Starter

The Starter shall be at the starting gate 15 (fifteen) minutes before the first race and shall have control over the horses and authority to assess fines and/or suspend drivers for any violation of the rules from the formation of the parade until the word “GO” is given. The Starter is in complete charge of the horses from the time the announcer calls them to parade until the word “GO” is given. At that point the Presiding Judge takes over.


​

Procedures for Race Secretary

The Race Secretary shall:

a. Have charge of the declaration box

b. At the request of the judges, assist in drawing positions.  

c. Keep the Judge’s book and record therein:

1. All horses entered and their eligibility certificate numbers.

2. Names of owners and drivers and pertinent information.

3. A record of each heat, giving the positions of horses at the finish.
4. Note drawn or ruled out horses.

5. Record time in minutes, seconds, and fifths of seconds.

6. Check eligibility certificates and drivers licenses before the race and after the race enter all information provided for thereon, including the horse's position in the race if it were charted.

7. Record all protests, fines, penalties and appeals in the Judge's book and see that the book is properly signed. 

8. Forward copies of race sheets to the Registered Office within 5 days. There will be a fine for failure to forward the Judge's sheets to the Registered Office within 5 days of the completion of any race meet.


d. Upon request may assist Judges in placing horses.


Failure to comply with any part of this rule and failure to make the above listed entries legible, clear, and accurate may subject the Race Secretary to a fine for each violation.

Horses entered

All horses on the grounds and entered on the program or Judge's sheets are under the jurisdiction of the Presiding Judge and cannot be withdrawn (scratched) without the permission of the Presiding Judge. 

Steward's list

A horse that is unfit to race because the horse is dangerous, unmanageable, sick, lame, unable to show performance to qualify for races at the meeting or otherwise unfit to race at the meeting may be placed on a Steward's List by the Presiding Judge and declaration on the horse shall be refused. The owner or trainer shall be notified in writing of such action and the reason shall be clearly stated on the notice. When any horse is placed on the Steward's List, the Race Secretary shall make a note on the eligibility certificate of the horse showing the date the horse was put on the Steward's List, the reasons therefore and the date of removal if the horse has been removed. A horse may be removed from the Steward's List by performing satisfactorily for any licensed Judge at any bona-fide race meet

Driver

Declarations to start shall state who will drive the horse and give the driver's colors. No driver may be changed except by permission of the Judges.

Track conditions

In case of questionable track conditions due to weather, the Presiding Judge shall call a meeting consisting of a Committee Member, a representative of the owners and drivers, and the Judge. Upon unanimous decision by this committee of three that track conditions are safe for racing, no un-permitted withdrawals may be made.

Starting without a starting gate

When horses are started without a starting gate the Starter shall have the control of the horses from the formation of the parade until the word "Go" is given. No driver shall cause unnecessary delay after the horses are called. The Starter shall notify the drivers to form a parade. Horse should be lined up by the time they reach the paddock corner. The starter shall be located at the wire or other point of the race as nearly as possible to the place where the word "go" is given.

Recall without a starting gate

If the word "go" is not given all horses in the race shall immediately turn at the tap of the bell or other signal and jog back to their position for a fresh start.

Starting with a starting gate

The starter shall endeavor to get all horses away in position and on gait. Horses shall be lined up in their positions behind the starting gate by the time the 7/8 pole is reached.

Recalls

When speed has been reached in the course of a start there shall be no decrease in speed except in case of a recall, in which case a light or some signal shall be given, the recall sounded, and the starting gate will proceed out of the path of the horses. A horse delaying the race may be started regardless of his position or gait and there shall not be a recall because of a bad actor.   The starter may sound recall only for the following reasons: 

a. There is interference

b. A horse has broken equipment

c. A horse falls before the word "go"

Stopping a race after a start

There shall be no recall after the word "go" has been given except that a race may be stopped if there is an accident and the Presiding Judge deems the race impossible to finish. Any horse, regardless of its position or accident, shall be deemed a starter from the time the horse entered into the starter's control unless dismissed by the starter.

Disqualification 

Any horse guilty of the following MAY be disqualified, setback, fined, suspended, or expelled from starting that heat at the discretion of the Presiding Judge:

a. 
Delaying the start

b. 
Failure to obey the starter’s instructions

c. 
Rushing ahead of the inside or outside wing of the gate

d. 
Coming to the starting gate out of position

e. 
Crossing over before reaching the starting point

f. 
Interference with another driver during the start

Finishing

The horses shall be deemed to have started when the word "go" is given by the starter and all horses must go the course except in case of an accident in which it is the opinion of the Presiding Judge that it is impossible to go the course. Drivers must be mounted at the finish of the race or the horse must be placed as not finishing.


Refusal to follow instructions of the starter

Any driver refusing or failing to follow the starters instructions may be fined or set down for the heat in which the offense occurs or for such other period as the starter shall determine.

Ejection of a horse

If in the opinion of the Judges or Starter, a horse is unmanageable or liable to cause an accident or injury to any other horse or driver, it may be sent to the barn and the entry and declaration fees on the horse NOT be refunded.

Horses placed on the outside

A horse may be placed on the outside at the discretion of the Starter. When such action is taken, the public must be informed.

Behavior of horses during a race

The lead horse is entitled to any part of the track; however, neither the driver of the first horse nor any other driver in the race shall do any of the following things:

a. 
Change either to the right or left during any part of the race when another horse is so near that in altering position the horse behind is compelled to shorten stride or its driver must pull the horse out of stride.

b. 
Jostle, strike, hook wheels, or interfere with another horse or driver.

c. 
Cross sharply in front of a horse or cross over in front of a field of horses in a reckless manner, endangering other drivers.

d. 
Crowd a horse or driver by putting a wheel under the horse.

e. 
Take up abruptly in front of other horses so as to cause confusion or interference among the other horses.

f.
Let a horse pass inside needlessly, or to do any other act which constitutes what is popularly known as "helping”.

g. 
Commit any act which shall impede the progress of another horse or cause that horse to break.


h. 
Swerve in or out or bear in or out in such a manner as to interfere with another horse or cause that horse to change course or take back.

i. 
Drive in a careless or reckless manner.

Complaints 

All complaints by drivers of foul driving or other misconduct during the heat must be made at the termination of the heat, unless the driver is prevented from doing so by accident or injury. At the conclusion of each heat or dash, every driver shall return in the sulky to the Judge’s stand to be dismissed by the Judges. Any driver desiring to enter a claim of foul or other complaint of violation of the rules must, before dismounting indicate to the Judges the desire to enter such claim or complaint and forthwith after dismounting shall proceed to the Judge's stand where and when such claim, objection, or complaint shall be immediately entered. The Judge's shall not cause the official sign to be displayed until such claim; objection or complaint shall have been entered and considered. 

Setbacks in a race

In case of interference, collision, or violation of any of the above restrictions, the offending horse may be placed behind all unoffending horses in that heat or dash and in the event such collision or interference prevents any horse from finishing the heat or dash the offending horse may be disqualified from receiving any winnings and the driver may be suspended. 

Unfit Drivers

If in the opinion of the Judges a driver is for any reason unfit or incompetent to drive or refuses to comply with the directions of the Judges, or is reckless in conduct and endangers the safety of horse, or other drivers in a race, the driver may be removed, suspended, or expelled. 

Failure to Finish

If for any cause other than being interfered with, a horse fails to finish after starting a heat that horse shall be ruled out. 

Whips

Only the use of an ordinary whip used in harness racing held by the handle is allowed. The whip may not exceed 36’’ in length. Its snapper may not exceed 6’’ in length, for a total of 42’’ in length.

Whipping

All whipping must be done within the shafts, and must be appropriate.  In the discretion of the Judges, brutal or indiscriminate use of the whip is prohibited and is punishable by fine or suspension.


Breaking 

When any horse breaks from gait in trotting or pacing, the driver shall at once, where clearance permits, take such horse to the outside and pull it to its gait, while losing ground. (Hiking trotters will be considered on a break when they fail to stay on a diagonal gait.) The following shall be considered violations of this rule:


a. Failure to properly attempt to pull the horse to its gait.

b. Failure to take to the outside where clearance exists

c. Failure to lose ground on a break

The Judges may set any horse back one or more places if in their judgment any of the above violations were committed. If there has been no failure on the part of the driver in complying with this rule the horse shall not be set back unless a contending horse on gait is lapped on the hind quarter of the breaking horse at the finish.

Time between heats

No horse may race in two or more heats with less than 30 minutes between heats.

Erratic behavior 

Any horse that does any of the following is automatically disqualified:

a. Turns around, then turns back and finishes course

b. Goes off the track, then returns to finish the course

c. Stops the driver gets off the sulky, returns to the sulky and finishes the course.

Conduct 

The following shall constitute and be reason for a fine and/or suspension to be given at the discretion of the judge: 

a. failure to obey the Judges orders

b. failure to drive when programmed unless excused by Judges

c. fighting

d. assaults

e. offensive or profane language

f disturbing the peace

g. drinking intoxicating beverages

h. smoking while on the track

i. shouting and excessive noise on the track

j. showing contempt toward the Judges

k. not keeping both feet in the stirrups from call to post of the race until the finish of the race unless permission is granted by the Presiding Judge to do otherwise 

l. allowing the lines to drag near of on the ground

Disciplinary action will be taken by the Executive Committee for any driver/owner misconduct.  If a driver wishes to appeal the Committee’s decision they may do so by writing a letter to the President who will then appoint a separate appeals committee which shall not including any member of the Executive Committee.  The decision of the appeal committee is final.

Suspension until fine is paid

All persons who have been fined under the rules shall be suspended from racing until the fine is paid in full.

Performance Enhancing Substances

The use of any substance that enhances the performance of a pony is prohibited. (See attached)
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